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Where Community
Involvement Makes

it All Happen

Small town continues to thrive

By Greta Sharp ¢ Photography by Loyd McDowell

Don’t let Ruleville’s size fool you. This small Delta town dis-
plays more enthusiasm than cities five times its size. Residents are
committed to Ruleville, supporting community projects and fund-
ing initiatives to ensure its growth and success. This is a town of
doers, involved citizens determined to see Ruleville prosper.

With the Highway 8 four-lane project complete, Alderman-
At-Large and Executive Direc-
tor of North Sunflower Medical
Center Billy Marlow says the
benefits to Ruleville are numer-
ous. As approximately half of |
the medical center’s 650 em-
ployees live in Cleveland, the |’
drive is much more pleasant §
now, he says.

It’s also a boost to the re

gion’s economy. “Our payroll is !
$30,000,000 annually, and
when dollars are spent in a par-
ticular area, it turns over three
to five times before it leaves the
area,” Marlow explains.

He also expects at least one strip mall to be built this summer,
thanks to interest from outside retail sources, as well as new resi-
dential construction.

The economic powerhouse that is North Sunflower Medical
Center recently named a new CEO. Sam Miller joined the hospital
staff 15 years ago as a part-time employee, drawn by the feeling of
welcome.

“The priority this year is to continue the mission of being a

strong community health system with appropriate amounts of new
technology and a deep commitment to maintaining a well-trained
customer service-oriented team,” says Miller. “We have added sev-
eral new primary care physicians to our team and will support their
efforts with additional technology and specialty physician services,
allowing patients an opportunity to stay in the Delta.”

Director of Community Relations Robyn Marlow says the
leaders at the medical center have worked to grow specialist and
outpatient services over the last ten years. “North Sunflower Med-
ical Center’s goal is to become
the health care hub of the Mis-
sissippi Delta,” she adds.

Ruleville and the medical
center have grown together, of-
fering jobs, new business oppor-
tunities, housing and family
: activities, such as The Great
- Ruleville Roast & Run. “We
¢ have welcomed eight medical
buildings to  downtown
Ruleville, along with a new
restaurant, additions to Planters
Bank & Trust Company and
improvements to Rule Park,”

Marlow notes.

The Sunflower Rural Health Clinic recently welcomed two
newly-graduated doctors to its team. The clinic added 5,000
square feet to accommodate the new doctors, as well as the antic-
ipated increase in patients. The remodeling of the main lobby will
also help handle the increased patient count. “This will also pro-
vide additional privacy, and improve the patient flow throughout
the clinic,” says Practice Manager Lena Miller Graves.
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The clinic welcomes pediatrician Dr.
Sallyann Ganpot in April. “This is a brand
new opportunity for North Sunflower, to
offer pediatric services to our community
and the surrounding areas,” says Graves.
She expects to see 20 to 30 children a day
in the clinic, in addition to the 100 to 150

COME RIDE WITH US

Whether you are hauling something local or
cross-country, Woodard Eubanks and Sons
Trucking gets it there on-time, every time.

[ira = o R R ST TRy RS
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adult patients on weekdays.

Dr. Ganpot, who most recently saw pa-
tients at the Delta Health Center in
Mound Bayou, was drawn to the spirit of
community at the clinic. “The employees
are always smiling; they are happy,” she
says. “Even though they work hard, they

Trucking Company, LLP

15 Maxwell Lane | Ruleville, MS | 662-756-4300

www.eubanksllp.com

are not stressed.”

For Dr. Ganport, the focus is on educa-
tion, specifically educating patients how to
take care of themselves, what the problem
is and what caused it: “Educate your com-
munity, educate your parents, educate
your kids about what is going on with

Our business name is * Land Forming + Drain Pipe Manufacturing
synonymous with » Dirt Hauling « Surveying
dependability and reliability ~ * Track Hoe Work
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North SunflowerMedlcaI Center

Comnassmnate Care!
e, ol eed ¢ mort.

Whether you’ve had a stroke head injury, amputatlon or any
other debilitating condition that has caused you to lose your
independence, the Swingbed Unit is here for you. With.a-focus ¢ on/
___[_q_llibllltatlve services, the Swingbed U_l_'l_[_t_,ls dedlcated to*providing |
————you:with:the.care.you.need:torget'you:back-on your feet.

North
Sunflower
Medical
Center

Take Me To Ruleville

840 N. Oak Ave. * Ruleville, MS » www.northsunflower.com

Referral Line: (662) 756-1647 « Fax: (662) 756-1766



J ‘April2016 DBJ.gxp_Layout 1 3/24/16 5:53 PM Page 32 @

UOSPICE
orNorth Sunfl#wer

844-672-2737

The mission of North Sunflower
Come be a

education in a close-knit Christian part of the :
environment so that all students REBEL NAT|°N-

gain the knowledge they need in

Academy is to provide a quality

e K-3-12th grade

order to become more

producti\.ze citizens.of integrity in Janet Rey » Heasmaster
a rapidly changing world.

148 Academy Road ® Drew, MS 38737 ¢ 662-756-4573
Go to www.northsunfloweracademy.com
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Sunflower

.« ) Take Me To Ruleville
G

Welcomes Dr. Sallyann Ganpot to the
North Sunflower Medical Center Family

Accepting patients at Sunflower Clinic
beginning April 18, 2016
662-756-1788

for an

! appointment.

Call

Board Certified Pediatrician

Another reason to say, “Take Me to Ruleville.”

840 N. Oak Ave ® Ruleville, MS ® 662-756-1788

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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& %, Dental Services: Hygiene Services:
) consultations adult cleaning
e w % x-rays child cleaning
exfractions fluoride
Denta’ Ch.nic fi”il“lgs varnish
bonding sealants
) root canals perio maintenance
102 S. Ruby Avenue | Rulewlle, MS 38771 [662] 756-0000 simple oral surgery deep c]eaning
Hours of Operation: crown and fixed bridge oral hygiene instructions
Monday - Thursday 9am - 5pm | Friday 9am - 4pm e take home whitening treatment

oral cancer screening
tobacco counseling

Lynsey Giachelli
Phillips, DMD Operating Suites Available at North Sunflower
General Dentistry Medical Center for Oral Surgeries:
full mouth extractions with immediate denture delivery available
surgical extractions
* wisdom feeth
* impacted teeth
abnormal tissue biopsy | tissue removal

- |W;e .ﬂitcepi:l i Lab Services:
] o i o complete dentures | acrylic partials | valplast partials
dental insurance | private pay (self pay/cash) « optional solid or open faced gold

* optional open faced gold with design

North i i i i i i
% et repair, reline, rebase, retainers, flippers, bite/night guards, sport

Medical - instiution is an equal opportunity mouth g_ucrds .
Center employer and provider” * optional team colors available

Do you gasp, or stop breathing during sleep?

Do you often feel tired, even after a good night's sleep?
Have your energy levels decreased?
Do you have trouble concentrating?
Do you snore?

Does anyone in your family, have a history of sleep apnea?

of North Sunflower Medical Center

Where dreams of a good night's sleep come true
(662 )756-1758

The more you answered “yes” the higher the probability you have sleep apnea- a sleep disorder characterized by normal pauses in
breathing or instances of, or abnormally low breathing, during sleep. If left untreated, you are at risk for:

HEART ATTACK, HEART DISEASE, STROKE, FATIQUE RELATED ACCIDENTS,
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE, AND ERRICTILE DYSFUNCTION.

~11D al 11N
OUR LIk

www.northsunflower.com 840 North Oak Ave. | Ruleville, MS
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them, what's happening with their bodies.”

Ruleville’s spirit of community is evi-
dent in the Ruleville Roast, the main proj-
ect of the Ruleville Chamber of
Commerce. The event supports downtown
improvements and the historic train depot,
which is owned by the chamber, as well as
downtown median landscaping. Proceeds
from last year’s Ruleville Roast allowed the
chamber to purchase new banners for the
downtown area, says Chamber President
Katherine Carver.

This year’s Ruleville Roast is Sept. 23
and 24 in Rule Park with a theme of Red,
White & BBQ. When the event started 11
years ago, there were six teams and one cat-
egory: patio-style. Last year’s event wel-
comed 35 teams. Several years ago, a
second category was added, the challenger
division, and 2016 brings a third category,
pro level. “It takes us to the top level of bar-
says Carver. “We
would never be able to do this without our
barbeque chair, Elise Jenkins.”

beque competition,”

Your F-150 Aluminum Repair Headquarters

Attendance is estimated at several thou-
sand throughout the two-day event, and
profits range from $10,000 to $20,000.
“We spend a lot of our budget just making
it a super weekend for everybody,” says
Carver. As the event grows, the chamber
invests profits back into downtown im-
provement such as water, electricity and
improvements to the existing facilities.
“Those are big needs when you bring in
that many people,” says Carver.

The Drew-Ruleville Rotary Club hosts

Make sure to

% tell your insurance

. company your vehicle is
going to Bills Body Shop
for repairs and we will take
it from there!

It's your vehicﬂ. It's your choice. Why not choose the BEST.

3 Generations

662-756-2745
www.TakeltToBills.com

Exceptional Body Work

501 South Oak Ave.

Hwy 49
Ruleville, MS
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Regions can help you take

Are you ready : your operation to new heights.
for sudden growth? Your Regions Ag Banker brings you

2 the resources of one of the nation’s
Is your bank? top agri-lenders and deep industry

knowledge. Let us dig in and

position you for your next step.

Agri-Lending | Experienced Ag Bankers
Financial Management Tools

M REGIONS

regions.com/growingpains

d the Regions loga are registered

is North Sunflower Medical Center's
Gift, Flower & Scrub Shoppe.

Come by and check out our selection
of clothing, including Cherokee,
Landau, Urbane & Dickie Scrubs.

(662) 756-4438
F%dalivery within 30 miles

Siply, NSE

Open Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:30pm
Saturday 9am - 1pm
Like us on Fb
www.facebook.com/simplysunflowergifts
www.northsunflower.com

This institution is an equal opportunity employer and provider
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e Everyday
 Everywhere
* Every Person

In EVERYTHING

NorthSunflower.com
662.756.4000

(Referral Line)

‘this instity 1d provider
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its main fundraiser, an annual pancake
breakfast, on the Saturday of the Ruleville
Roast. Proceeds help provide one to two
annual scholarships to North Sunflower
Academy, says President Carmen Oguz, as
well as sends two high school juniors to the
Rotary youth leadership camp.
Additionally, the club provides and de-

38 ¢ Delta Business Journal ¢ APRIL 2016

livers dictionaries to all third-graders in the
northern half of Sunflower County, to stu-
dents at North Sunflower Academy, A.W.
James Elementary in Drew and Ruleville
Central Elementary, for a total of 135 dic-
tionaries. “We also hand out Christmas
dinners to families who might be finan-
cially less fortunate,” says Oguz.

-
i":'__-..-,"-'MedicaI Center Pharmacy

With such a strong commitment to the
community, Oguz says the club is slated to
receive a presidential citation this year.

Young people in Ruleville have a num-
ber of strong role models helping them
chart their futures. Stephanie Edwards, di-
rector of respiratory care and sleep center
at North Sunflower Medical Center, is in-
volved with the Mentoring Program of
Ruleville. It works with young people ages
five to 18 who meet weekly at the Delmar
Ave. Church of Christ.

The program works to empower youth,
promote education, encourage young peo-
ple to explore the world and then come
back to the area, explains Edwards. Its
events include everything from financial lit-
eracy to bowling to museum trips and visits
to the White House.

Edwards organized a teen summit on
April 2 at the church with keynote speaker
Dr. Montrell Greene. She worked with
local school counselors to promote the
event, as well as the group, which is open
to the entire community. “I just want them
to know there’s someone out there they can
talk to,” Edwards says.

For Ruleville Police Chief Ernie Scar-
ber, the approach of summer means the
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Sunflower

) Take Me To Ruleville
o

Brent Roberts, M.D. Shannon Myers, M.D.
Board Certified Family Board Certified Family
Practice Physician Practice Physician

840 N. Oak Ave ® Ruleville, MS ® 662-756-4024

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



April 2016 DBJ.gxp_Layout 1 3/24/16 5:53 PM Page 40 4w L

: = N

|
|

Q7 Downtown Ruleville
Downtown Ruleville is a beautiful area to visit. Located around Rule

ST,
0 Nort sun l ower Park downtown Ruleville offers shopping, banking, the Hollywood

Museum, The Lion's Den (an African Animal Collection), three murals,
Medical Center a patriotic plaza and more. Downtown Ruleville is the home of Blues

Trail markers for Greasy Street and Jimmy Rogers. Downtown
Ruleville also offers our new walking trail complete with benches,

North Sunflower Medical Center offers a wide range of services, ’ .
lighting for nighttime walk/runs and well-manicured landscape.

such as, a clinic open EVERYDAY, Wellness Center, Home Medical
Equipment, Surgical Center, Rehabilitation, Long Term

Care, Wound Care Services, Orthopedics, Pharmacy, ;
and many more. Stop by and see our beautiful _ SCHAMERY,
memorial garden and visit our website today > GARDEN &)
www.northsunflower.com for a full list of services.

Fannie Lou Hamer
Memorial Garden

- Fannie Lou Hamer Memorial Garden is a wonderful place to visit.
2 #8  Fannie Lou Hamer was an American voting rights activist and civil

‘ U RUIeVille Ro and Run " rights leader. She was instrumental in organizing Mississippi

Freedom Summer for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
The Great Ruleville Roast & Run is our annual fall festival organized by Committee, and later became the Vice-Chair of the Mississippi
Ruleville Chamber of Commerce board members. The Great Rulevile ~Freedom Democratic Party, attending the 1964 Democratic
Roast & Run is always held the last full weekend in September and National Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in that capacity.
offers live entertainment, BBQ contest kick off & fireworks Friday night Her plain-spoken manner and fervent belief in the Biblical
& a 5K walk/run, pancake breakfast, arts/crafts, children’s activities, righteousness of her cause gained her a reputation as an
classic car show, BBQ competition and more on Saturday. The Great  electrifying speaker and constant activist of civil rights.
Rulevile Roast & Run has grown each year and continues to be a

great success for Ruleville. Come visit our small town and see why ~
people in The Delta are saying, “Take ME To Ruleville!” = u e U [ e

e The City with Personality
T & Greasy Street

Street.

Greasy Street is located downtown Ruleville and The Mississippi Blues Trail
erected a marker in recognition of our historic Greasy Street. Front Street was the
first commercially-developed zone in Ruleville, with its name stemming from its
location fronting the railway line. The block was supposedly nicknamed "Greasy
Street” because years ago café owners would throw old grease on the street to
keep down the dust. Musicians would play on Saturday afternoons when the
street was crowded with residents of nearby plantations who came to town to
shop and relax.
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RULEVILLE DREW SHELBY INDIANOLA LELAND
MOUND BAYOU WEBB GREENVILLE LAMBERT
CLARKSDALE FRIARSPOINT LULA HERNANDO
SLEDGE MADISON OLIVEBRANCH PICAYUNE

P Southern Bancorp

Building communities. Changing lives. banksouthern.com

“Simply the best”

Sunflower Medical Equipment is a durable home medical equipment company that can
provide you with a range of home medical equipment for your healthcare needs.

« Lumbar Back Brace + Bathroom Safety Products + Oxygen Concentrators
» Electric Wheelchairs & - Respiratory Supplies - Lightweight Portable
Scooters Systems & Accessories

- Sleep Therapy Equipment
- bedside Commodes o - Full Line of Diabetic
- Shower Chairs Supplies

Hlechie Usssnal Bed - CPAP and Bi-Level
* Electric Hospital Be )
AMasusl ke Sleha CPAP Compliance Program

+ Home Oxygen Equipment

- Walking Aides
unriowenr
e . Call us toll free (877) 676-2363 Medical
is instituition is an equal opportunity Center
employer and provider” www.northsunflower.com Tave We Ts RaTeVIITE
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city’s t-ball and baseball leagues will be starting soon. The program
was revived several years ago by city leaders and interested citizens
to give children some summer fun. Scarber and several of his offi-
cers assist as coaches, along with parents.

“That’s how you make a better town, when you work with the
community,” he says. “We want to make
Ruleville the best town in the Delta. We
want to make our kids know there’s a bet-
ter future out there.”

Scarber described community involve-
ment as a cumulative effort, where better
schools and less crime make an attractive
community for interested businesses to

up now. “If the community and police
work together, it’s a lot better for the ||
city,” he says.

Local businesses showed their support
of the police department by helping pur-
chase body cameras for officers. “That’s how businesses in the
community care about the department,” Scarber says. “I'm so ap-
preciative of them. Technology is so much a part of what we do
on a daily basis now.” Radio systems were upgraded as well. This
year, Scarber hopes to add a few more officers and create an inves-
tigative department.

“We have a really great relationship with our mayor and chief
of police,” says Tollison Insurance owner Becky Tollison. “That’s
the downfall of a lot of small towns—there’s not good leadership.
Our little town is really special. The hospital has just blossomed.

Milburn Growers, Inc.

\/ Ruleville, Mississippi 38771
1 (662) 6580021 Office
1 (662)658-3342 Fax | ¢

Crystal Garrett — Sales Norris Truitt — Plant Manager
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The hospital keeps this little town going, but also the leaders.” She
sits on the hospital foundation board and is a chamber member.

Tollison says there’s also a trend of individuals buying run-
down homes, renovating and then selling them, often making very
litcle profit, but attracting young people to Ruleville. “Everybody
comes together; we just work together,”
she explains. “We all try to support each
other, support local businesses.”

Brian Street may live in Cleveland,
but he’s committed to Ruleville. An
agent with Farm Bureau Insurance in
+ Ruleville, he’s a member of the chamber,
is involved with Ruleville Roast, and is
vice-president and president-elect of the
rotary club.

“Most of the business owners in
% Ruleville would say everything they put
out in effort they get back in return,”
Street explains. “You get that back ten-
fold with the loyalty of customers.” In this town, Street says, peo-
ple see the benefits of buying locally and keeping the money
circulating in the community. “At the end of the day, that’s what’s
keeping it going and driving our economy: continued spending in
our economy.”

Ruleville residents believe their involvement makes a difference.
“We have always believed that Ruleville is great and can continue
to be great,” says Street. “It takes more than a group of people to
stand around and watch. It takes people lacing up their boots and
getting to work.” DBJ
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North
sunflower
Medical
Center

Take Me To Ruleville

www.northsunflower.com

840 N. Oak Avenue, Ruleville, MS 38771

Hospital Information

Hospice of North Sunflower
Outpatient Rehabilitation

School Screenings

Senior Care (inpatient geri-psych)
Sunflower Clinic

Sunflower Dental Clinic

Sunflower Eye Station

Sunflower Medical Equipment
Swingbed (inpatient geri-psych)

The Beacon Wellness Center

The Sunrise (outpatient geri-psych — Ruleville )
The Sunrise (outpatient geri-psych — Indianola)
Walter B. Crook Nursing Facility

756-2711
756-1700
756-1801
756-0726
756-9910
756-4024
756-0000
756-2500
756-1660
756-1647
756-1800
756-1630
887-1203
756-1609

Call our REFERRAL LINE at (662) 756-4000

for the following services:

Endoscopy | ENT (Ear, Nose & Throat) Surgery | General Surgery

OB/GYN Surgery | Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery | Pediatric Dental Surgery
Cardiac Rehab | Cardiology Services | Outpatient Infusion Services

The Pain Team | The Sleep Center | Women’s Services

Wound Care Services | Sunflower Diagnostic Center
(Mammograms, Sonograms & Bone Density Screening)

This institution is an equal opportunity provider, and employer.
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